
 

     “Learning together to achieve excellence” 
 

  Rātā Street School Pānui 

Pānui No 20 Term 4  
Wednesday 26 November 2025 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Kia ora whānau 
 
I would once again like to thank the teachers and 
whānau helpers who went on camp this year for all 
their work over the three days and for making it the 
fantastic experience it was for the children. I know 
that lifetime memories were made and that camp 
will be one of the highlights when the children look 
back on their primary school days in years to 
come. 
 
The teachers have noticed that more children are 
arriving at school very early, sometimes before 
8am. I want to remind whānau that the doors don’t 
open until 8.30am and that if the children arrive 
before this time, they won’t have access to their 
classroom or be supervised in the playground.  
 
Have a great week everyone. 
 
Hamish Regan 
hamish.regan@ratastreet.school.nz 
 
 
New Children 
 
We warmly welcome our new students and their 
whānau to Rātā Street School. They are: Teetee 
and Anisa. 
 
 
Last Day of the Year 
 
A reminder that the last day of the school year is 
Friday 12 December. Please note that school will 
close at 12.30pm, so all children will need to be 
picked up at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rātā Street School Values Award Recipients 
 
Congratulations to the following children from      
Te Whānau Kākano who received a Values Award 
at our assembly last week. 
 
Samuel - for showing Aroha (Heart) and being 
Pakari (Resilient) 
 
Elena - for showing Aroha (Heart), Mahi tahi 
(Teamwork) and being Whakauru (Inclusive)  
 
Kaia - for being Pakari (Resilient) and showing 
Whakaute (Respect) 
 
Margot - for showing Aroha (Heart), Whakaute 
(Respect) and being Pakari (Resilient) 
 
Tadeas - for showing Whakaute (Respect), being 
Pakari (Resilient) and Whakauru (Inclusive) 
 
Abdullah - for being Pakari (Resilient) 
 
Zef - for showing Mahi tahi (Teamwork) 
 
Pikikotuku - for showing Aroha (Heart) 
 
Addy - for showing Aroha (Heart) 
 
Ryder - for being Pakari (Resilient) and for 
showing Whakaute (Respect) 
 
Ihaka - for showing Aroha (Heart) 
 

Readiness for School 

The last session of Readiness for School this year 
will be held on Wednesday 3 December. Please 
note that the school van will not be available for 
drop-offs on this day. 

For all children attending our Readiness for School 
programme next year, please be aware that we 
will start in Week 2 (Wednesday 11 February) and 
the van will be available to drop children off on this 
day. 

 



 Rātā Street, Naenae, Lower Hutt 5011, New Zealand 
Telephone: (04) 567 0096 

admin@ratastreet.school.nz      www.ratastreet.school.nz 

Staff Update 

Our wonderful Te Whānau Kākano teacher, Fiona 
Leong, has been granted 2026 leave by the Board 
of Trustees for 1 year. I would like to wish Fiona all 
the best for her time away from school next year. 
We look forward to welcoming Fiona back to 
school at the start of 2027. 

Suzanne Thom, who has been teaching one day a 
week in Ako 17 and one day a fortnight in Ako 11 
this year, will be finishing her time at Rātā Street 
School at the end of the year. The staff and 
students will miss Suzanne’s upbeat nature and 
positivity, and we wish her all the best for 2026. 
Although she won’t be here next year, she could 
well be back in the future. A farewell for Suzanne 
will be held at the conclusion of our Merit Award 
Assembly on Thursday 11 December. Whānau are 
most welcome to join us at this time. 

Next year we welcome Emma Steed and Emily 
Horncastle to the Rātā Street School whānau. 
Emma has just completed her second year of 
teaching and joins us from Waikanae Primary 
School, where she has taught Year 7/8 and Years 
5/6. Emily is completing her teacher training and 
will join us as a beginning teacher.  

 
School Structure 2026 
 

Due to the Year 5 and 6 cohorts being larger next 
year, we will increase the number of classes 
across the Senior School from three to four.  
 
 

Staff Organisation for 2026 
 
Principal: Hamish Regan 
Deputy Principal/SENCO: Michelle Finn 
Deputy Principal: Nicole Cooper 
 
Te Whānau Kākano 

Caren McLachlan                                                                                                                                
Gina Lockyer                                                                                                                                 
Haley Baldwin                                                                                                                                      
Carelle Austin                                                                                                                                                            
Emily Horncastle                                                                                                                                      

Te Whānau Pihinga 

Sarah McAuliffe                                                                                                                                              
Courtney James                                                                                                                                  
Kate Coles                                                                                                                                       
Bridget Keenan                                                                                                                                      

 

Te Whānau Puāwai   

Sara Walls                                                                                                                                       
Julia Irwin/Craig Irwin                                                                                                                       
Caitlin Steere                                                                                                                                     
Emma Steed 

Additional Teaching Staff 

Penny Mowbray                                                                                                                                   
Olivia Ruby                                                                                                                                                  
Hera Swinton-Robertson                                                                                                                                      
Naseem Shariff                                                                                                                                
Sandra Mallo  

 
Readiness for School 
 
Sandra Mallo 
 
Support Staff (in classrooms) 
 
Sharon Clark  
Vonnie Don 
Barbara Eldridge    
Faith Tauti 
Heather Duncan 
Lucy Hetutu 
Kathleen Shanks  
Cath Browne  
Melissa Parker 
Esther Ausage 
Jack Tetley 
Maddi Taylor 
 
 
Office Staff 
 
Kelly McAndrews (Administration Assistant) 
Jean-Mari Barnard (Administration Assistant)  
 
 
Other Support Staff 
 
Aswathy Kollakkode (Social Worker) 
Ronwyn Coffey (Librarian) 
Sally Lancashire (Learning Support Co-ordinator) 
 
 
Caretaker 
 
Phil Paterson 
 

 

 

 



 Rātā Street, Naenae, Lower Hutt 5011, New Zealand 
Telephone: (04) 567 0096 

admin@ratastreet.school.nz      www.ratastreet.school.nz 

Wellington Regional Athletics 

Yesterday, five of our incredible athletes attended 
the Wellington Primary and Intermediate Regional 
Athletics Champs event in Masterton. Getting to 
this event is a massive achievement in itself, and I 
could not be more proud of the following children 
as they challenged themselves against the best 
athletes across the Wellington region. They are: 

Vincent - 3rd in Year 6 Boys High Jump and 4th in 

Year 6 Boys 200 metres. 

Luca - 10th in Year 5 Boys High Jump 

Ria - 10th in Year 5 Girls Vortex 

Indie - 13th in Year 5 Girls 100 metres 

Kidarleyah - Year 4 Girls Quoits 

 

2026 Term Dates 

 
Term 1: Tuesday 3 February - Thursday 2 April 
 
Term 2: Monday 20 April - Friday 3 July 
 
Term 3: Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September 
 
Term 4: Monday 12 October - Tuesday                               
15 December 
 
 
 
Lost Property  
 
We have a massive amount of lost property in the 
Lost Property box. If your child is missing an item 
of clothing, especially a hoodie, please ask them 
to look in the box. 
 

 

 
Enrolments 2026 
 
Thinking ahead to next year, I would like to remind 
whānau that if you have a child turning five and 
starting school, now is the time to complete an 
enrolment form so classroom placements can be 
made. If you need an enrolment form, please get 
in touch with the office. 
 
 
 

School Reports 
 
A reminder that End of Year School Reports will 
be coming home on the last day of the term, 
Friday 12 December.  
 
The report will indicate how your child has 
achieved in relation to their pānui - reading, 
tuhituhi - writing and pāngarau - mathematics 
expectations. These judgements are made by your 
child’s teacher using a range of assessment 
information such as standardised tests, classroom 
assessments, book work, anecdotal notes and by 
having learning-based conversations with your 
child. The school Values are also reported against, 
as are other curriculum areas. The report will also 
include a general comment. 
 
 
 
Christmas in the Quad 

 

     


